FYLDOE MOUNTAINEERING CLUB JULY 1987

NEWSLETTE

THE EDITOR O THE RACH

Another weekend passes, spent sat in the hut watching the
rain come down. When will summer arrive? The endless hrews
continue and eventually the sink becomes overflowing with mugs,
not to mention all the rest of last nightfs pans etcl.

Yes, folks, hut squalor is on the increase again.
He could blime the weather, but even when it ia good we leave
the washing up because the pubds about to shut. The committee
have asked we to wag the finger at the active section azain.
Of course I1'wm probably the worst culprit! So come on lads,
letis clear up a few more times during the weekend, and not

just on Sunday- nlghtn

On a lighter ncme.i a quick run through the mag. and we
have debuts from Mike Penn, who survives a day out with the
Chairman, not to mention the night! Bill ¥cCrae tells us
how he can bring back a mouthful of tea almost perfectly &nd
Phil Morris wmanages to recall the amazing Baster Cornwall trip
without actually mentioning climbing! Oh yes, and there's
another great competition. Good reading folks.

Martin Dale,
STEVE HUNT

It is with very deep regret that the Club has recently
learned of the untimely death of Steve Hunt, who moved scuth
some times ago but always continued to belong to, and take an
interest in, the Fylde Hountainesring Club.

The Club extends its deepest sympathies to his”family and
fricends. .

RESTIGHATION

Peter Cadd has decided to resign after some dormant years,
and sends his best regards to his many friends in the Club.

He has appurently enijoyed reading the club's exploits
through the newsletters but feels he can no longer justi f
meitbership in his present state of inactivity.

The Club wishes him and his wife well and locks forward
to a renswed acquaintance at some future date when they” have a
wave of new enthusiasm. ‘

Davé Earle

MEW HEMBERS

The following are welcomed as introductorj nembers:
Denise Hesketh 83 Bisphawm Road, Blackpool, FY2 ONR
Private Jeremy Ferguson 24681093 6 Platoon B Company,

: 3L1 VWeeton Camp.
Kieran Heamey 17 Parkwey, Blackpool, FY3 BNF (Tel:33236)
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Joha Darrell Blore \dams Greammar School High St., Newport,
bnrrpuhlroo

Trevor Atkinson 138 Bloomfield Road, Blackpool, FY1 &JW.
(Tel:l7259)

tlartin Bennett Higher Springfield Farm,Guide, Blackburn,

BB1 20L. (Tel:664249)(An old member rejoining)

FULL MEHBERS

Steve Halton

CHANGES OF ADDRESS

Py

HMark Harding and Simon Fenna's Tel. Mo. - 52154,

Steve HmlLOH ¢ Tel. No. on the address list is wronz. Correct no.
is 594922, (Please do not use the old onel!

Dave Cundy - 14 Moorhey Drive, Penwortham, Preston. (Tel:7L0476

Bill HdcCrae ~ 24 Carnoustie Close, Fulwood, Preston. (Tel:861253)

Dave Clark - 23 Cxuferd Road, Fleetwood, FY7 7EX. (Tel:71828)

John Andrew Hartley - 7 Spring Gardens Terrace, Padiham,BB12 8JB.
Tel:74463)

Andy Blaylock - 26 Lynmouth Road, Bheffield, (Tel: 0742-583971)

Paul and Julie Rei d live at 9 Lowes Way, not 7 as on the list.

HUT AVATLABILITY

The booking habit was lapsed recently. Remember to always book
with John Wiseman before going to the hut. His tel. No. is 826504
Try to book bhefore Friday evening as well.

(]
July
2h-25 Uarllnﬁ - Langdale
31=1 Stair
August
s Langdale
1415 Stair
21=22 Langdale
26-30 . Langdale
2830 Stair - families
Septembur
L5 Lengdale
11=-12 Vags hut, Nant Peris
18-19 Chester hut
1619 Stair - familics
25-26 tair
October
23 Langdale
G910 Stair, Intro. members' nest.
1617 Langdale
23-2L Stair
30=31 Laasdale

Reciprocal Riszhts -~ Fallcliff Cottage

tiembers may use the University of London Graduate
bMountaineering Club hut. There is a maximun of four people
per booking. If you wish to go get in contact with the warden:
r Delafiegl 17 17 Ellington Rd, Londeon, H10 2DD.
'Wﬁl 01-883-7460)
You are adviscd to boock about 1C days® plus in advance. (The
arrangeinent has heen agreed as a one year trial)
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He now have reciprocal rights with four clubs =0 there is
a remote probability that & = 4 i.e. 16 people from outside
clubs could be in our huts. Naturally the. booklng secretary
would refuse such bookings if our huts were already fully
booked. This is a very unlikely situation as we have never
had anyone from Cleveland M.C. using our huts yet!  When you,
our members, book I would fell you ifthe hut was likeély to be
full. HMembers who go tc the huts without hooking should
remove themselves to. the floor if people:who have booked arrive
to find no spare beds. R P

John Wiseman.

SOCTALS _
BO0ZY BILG; RIDES™
These take place on your push irons. BStart at the Breck at

6.30pm for a ooég obarte e
Date: 29,7.87 - ader: Louise Fortunea

TREASURE HUNT
Date: 12.8.87 Start at the Brecl from 7pm onwards and who
knows wherc you will end upl!

SLIDE SHOW/SOCTAL ‘

A social event of some description is being arranged for
2.9.87 at the Breck. Due to the possibility of another
newsletter coming oul before then being renote, I Lhought
I'd belter wara you.

WORKING U“ﬁluHD LITTLE LANGDALE., Date: 24/25tn July

Meet Leader: Hevin Stephens. Tel:711824. _

Yes!: Little Langdale also needs a bin thang, and. a lick of
paint outside Your chance *to put your name on the hut's
thank you! lis‘to Also two meets in one for you budding
intro. people. ' '

WASDALE CAMPING: Date: 1~2 August.

Joint Meet with Chester M.C.

licet Leader: Dave Barle. Tel:890283.

"Hopefully the sumiler weather will have bucked it's ideas up

by then. It could be fun in the sun with  our Chester mates.

Scafell could he dry for the craggers and the Hosedale Horseshoe .

presents a good day out for the walkers.... And then there's the
pubii ‘ . _

FPAMILY WBELEEWND, STATR: Date: 29-31st August.

LUNDY. Date: 29th Aug - 5th Sept.

lMeet Leader: bick Tolley. Tel: Preston 713817.

5till two places left for this brilliant trip. &£20.00 per head

and your Ferry fee will see you stranded on this superb climbing
area. Hut accommodation.

VAGS HUT, MHANT PERIS, NORTH WALES, Daté:12—13 Sapt.
Meet Leader: Louise qutunep Tel. Fleetwood 6547, - -

CHESTER HUT, LLAJ ?ﬁT” MORTH WALES. Date: 19-20 Sept.
Meet Leader: uarL_Hardlng. Tel.52154, R

A glut of Welsh woelonds for a change!

FAHILY W STATR. Date: 19-20 Sept.

ALSTON HINING .~ CAMPING. Date: 26-27 Sept.

Heet Leader: Pete Llewellyn. Tel: Clitheroe 25688.

A repeat of last year's successful meet. Another chance for you
to explore old mine workings, shafts etc. in the safe hands of
Pete Llewellvn. Jeuuua P b
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hPIuDLLFORb HUT, DERBYSHIRE: Date: 3-4th October.

leet Leader: Martin Dale, Tel.33479
Last yearis meet proved that this hut is ideally situated in
the heart of Derbyshire. . Plenty for all, even mountain
bikers, cafe crawlers and loc¢k in connoisseurs.

INTRODUCTORY i#4i;i1 PElST, STATR:  Date: 10-71 October

lieet Leader: Pete Roscoc. Toel:302209.

There was a definite lack of intro. members on the last mect.
Haybe this one will sce them all crawling out of the woodwork
and taking an active part in club activities. Beginners

rock climbing included, and if you ask Uncle Peter nicely he

may even talke you on th hill to shoot down some low flying jets

]

BROUGHTON-CONISTON. Date: 1st Noverber
teet Leader: Louise Fortune. Tel. Fleetwood 6547.
Onc of a very rave breed nowadays. Don't ciiss it!!}

SUBS REMINDET
If you NG1F to go on any of the aforementioned mects, you
should really have paid your subs by now. A late fee of £1.00 is
now also payable for any late-comers. Just think this may bhe the
st newsletter you ever receivel

HALTA GUIDEBOO:.. SELL-OUT SHOCL !

Yesi The Guide is selling well ﬂnd during the receat Custons
strikes we actua lly ran out. Due to the incredible response to

the guidebook cgmpe* ition in ‘the last newsletter, the closing

date for entries has been put back to the 1s% October, if only to
give Phil ilorris sowe competition. Phil has c cbviously ﬁot
something azainst slate guarries as that was once of the reasons

he wanted o live iu Surrey.

FoiioCo THM SHIRTS AND SWRAT SHIRTS.
Dave Woods has been looking into this and L-s come up with some

possible good deals. #11 we nced now is somc interesting
design ideas. Thls is where you the members come int We arc

locking for the best design, be it the Club motif or some strangs
new modern job.

Send any ideas, drawings ctc. in to me, the Editor, as soon as
possible. The best deolgn will win the designer a free tes
shirt!! 2nd prize is 2 night out with the author of 3o0lo on
Llwedd! ' '

p
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LISHUWAR EXPEDITION huPuPT

Those death mountain men, Bro\,;‘_o,a9 Gascoig gne, Dunhill, Jaclson and
Peel have now recrvited o sixth member to the team. SlmOD Fonna
of Caxton Ave, Biszham hau lots of years experience of bheing a
southerner. We hear he's also into mountainecriag. This latest
recruit ties up the tean whose pfeparations are now well advanced
for the Auzusut kick-cff. The boys are still desperately short
of cash so any donatious would be vratulully accepted. FExedition
tec—-shnirts are on Pal; at ©5. 00 a go in small - XL sizes .in all
the colours of the rainbow. So 1f you haven't already got one,
support the lads and |

U)
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In order to protect the Club's properties and to give Insurance
Companies the least possible excuse for not paying out in the
event of a claim, the Coumlttee decided to issue only numbered
keys for the new locks and to keep a record of all holders.
This does have a spin~cff that lost keys can and have been
re-united with their owners. B '

However, it has been discovered that.some members have had their
ovm keys cut for which we have no records. The Committee view
this situation with grave concern bearing in mind the possible
serious consegquences and it wishes to state that anyone found
using or in possession of a key not purchased from the booking
secretary. and not recorded by us will be bwnned from the Club
and its facilities
The Cormmitteé.

TENDON TROUBLE

Due to the recent spate of climbing orientated injuries dve to
overtraining etc., here is some information which may be of use
to members. Physiotherapy sessicns and ultra sound is available
at the I'ylde Coast Hospital, St. Walburgas Road, Blackpool
£7.50 a go. Details available from Hartin Dale. Dave Wood

has also sone information about a similar Hervice, also Pete
Roscoe has information zbout a Preston based service. For nmore
details contact Hartin, Weodsy or Pete.

BIN STORw

Stair now has an incredible new structure for storing the dust-
n

bina iné This wonderful thing is even good enough to kip in.
"Not as snmelly as the Dorm® said Steve Swindells, after a recent
trial. Good on iazshu®’ reported Simon Fenna. '"Desperatel®

& 1ocal hound. How lov
badly needed store, Job

~ will we have to wait for Little Langdale's
n Barnes? : '

Climbing is now %3'1ﬁ'allowed again at this brilliant bYouldering

spot well in cveaning reach of Fylde climbers. Small groups only
please, and lcave thosc awful bright tights behind as they
frighten the sheen. (Will anyone going pleasc let me know =s 1
rather like it thore! And in the Staff of Life!l Ed.)

568 WARNING

Following & recent visit te the Isle of Skye, Terry O'Neill
sends us this '

WAR ILNG

ihe . gendarme on the west ridge of Sgurr nem Gillean in
the Cupillin has c151ﬂtogr1tcd leaving the rocks in a very

I

lonse and. danzerous condition.

Dxtrenc curc

is now required when negotiating this
sectzon of the rldg : .

LGChﬂlC&lly the traverse is easigr than it uvscd to be,
hut those rocis certainly wohble!

[eeo 6
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CHEAP GEAR

Cur men in Preston, John Sealey9 has set up a gear mail order
shop selling orientecring and mountaineering equipuent at 10%
off usual prices. The fditcr has a catalobue,' Enguire at
Vagsports Preston (John Sealey)

25 Watlinz St, Road, Fulwood,

Preston, PR2 4G4,  (Tel: 0772 715156)

HALTA TV

By now you can be forsiven if this series of trips is Dbeginning
to sound like the never (?) ending Rocky saga. I promise you
it is the last one, until next year maybe!

This was a far less seriocus trip than the previous two,

portly on account of my reluctance to add any more new climbs and

so make even more work for nyselfl The visit originated in an

invitation from indy Dunhill's mate, HYark Planncr, and his friend

Bob Stone, tc go on a Christmas holiday to Falta. I could not
resist the teuptation and decided to go out for Just a weck

Lmllﬂé Adrian 'Scramner' Uram from Sheffield and Gwen Barnes,

iy intrepid landlady from ¥Yales, a2long also. We got a really

cheap. flight (200 return!) and Simon Alden got us the use of

a frienG's apartment in Swiegi, JHSL north of 5t. Julians where

fark and Bob were staying.

On arrivel at Luga airport we were met by Simon and Noel who

took us to our apartuent which proved palatial with a double

bedroon each, and even a swimnming pool in the back garden!

We could not believe aur zood fortune, all this for £22. each

for the week. However, the weather was had that first night with

torrential rain dampening our enthusiosm somewhat. Next day tnough
-

the sun came out and we did not have a had daoy for the rest of our
trip, mostly beiag able to climb in T-shirts only.

The first day Scrauner and I went to Wied Babu with Simon and

Koel. We did a few short routes in the valley before enbarking
on a lengthy sea-level traverse across the Babu Face till we got
stopped by a large zown. Foclishly I decided to lead us out of

z kﬂ> which proved to be a frighteninly
louse E1 S5a and g y first 'grip® of the week. We
the top in ropidly ecnsuing darkness aind heat a retreat to
Swordfish Bor where Gien beginning to get worried.
bottles of Farscns Hepleafl then saw us off down the
back towards Valletta in Ncel's landraver.

trouble up Bea Wall

as

The following day wae spent at Ghar Lapsi where Scranner and Hoel
repeated Qed Wine at 100 Yards Slab (possibly the second ascent
two yeers after it wes first donel) I led Bimon up Chilli Wind (B1)
as a preparatinn for a repéat ascent of the thin and very poorly
protected Ostrebogulous (B2 S5c). This latter route provided me
with my second grip-out, and I had to concentrate very hard to
] fz2ll off as I stzod on calf-wrecking-
decent protection. | But it was well
aanaged to straizshten the route Out a hit
ad of scuttliagz ofi left aftev the crux
on the first ascent.

control iy Ifear
holds well ¢
worth the effo
by finishing
as Fhil Bocki

3 arrived and the first of wmany drinking
sessions developed which the Maltese lads could never quite under-
stand, or cope with. Ve cven went to Halta's lates® nightispot
where we¢ got a band and a disco for around £3. though the drinks
were c¥Xpensive, Herls and Bob's first day was spent on the Ghar
ua@ol escarpsient wherc everyone enjoyed doing some of the wany

v —
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Forces routes therc. I later descended to some sea-level slabs
nearby wherc I made the first lead of Sicon's Rib (VS Lb) an
exposed and seriously waprotected route which Simon Alden had

previously top-roped and thought to be only scvere!

Forwz ir Rih DBay and the Bas ir-Raheb peninsular provided the

venue for the next day. Here iark and Bob climhed Rastus (Severe)

2 150ft cormer right on the tip of the headland which the Cosmandoes
once used for training their cliff-climbers. Noel and Ritchie
fibele, another iMeltese climber, went off to cliab a new route,
LeGhong (Sev.) while I repeated The Glass Wall (12.5b) to check

it for tho guidebook.

The following day, also for the guidebook (or an article),
Scramner abseiled down to take photos while I vnce again led
Hello Boys at the Blue Grotto. After this Scranner and Siion
climbed Earthquake Corner (VS) the route we had claimed as
Lazapuki in mistaikke last January. Bob and iark meanwhile had been
enjoying themselves climbing Forces routes in nearby Vied Babu.
My final day was spent with Hark, Bob, and Noel at the Victoria

I s escarpuent. Here I had to repeat Noelfs latest overs
hanging creations, despite having an aching back and tired arms.
First was Cilklia (HVS 5a) which climbs out from the -back of a
large cave up an overhanging wall on good but well spaced holds.
We then noved on to the caves near the Pace Forno's monunent.
Here I strugzled to repeat Crazy Horse (HVS 5bh), another one of
Moel's creations, before finally burning out trying a new line ub
a steep fingery wall just to the left. So ended wy last trip to
Halta and a campaizn of exploration and development which had
ziven e a personal total of arvund thirty new climbs and a

share in another fifteen such routes. It may not be up to Gary
Gibsen's prolific production rate (1000 routes since 1677) but
it's a start that most British climbers only dream about. So if
you. fancy a bit of the action and some winter sunshine as well, get
over to Halta this year cnd put the Fylde Mountaineering Club's
first suidebosk to good wse. *

Roger Brookes

T

FHALTA MEW CLIMDS by Roger Brookes and Simon Alden

Out now - £2.99 from The Secretary, Fylde H.C.

1o

19 Zenwyn Avenue, Blackpool.
10% discount for Ciluvb Henhers, or signed coplies available
from R. Brockes, 23, Grasmere Road, St. Anane's.

- LLAGANGARSH 1987

~our Hon.

Hey ho and off north we zo, to visions of the previous year,
hacking ocur way up snowfilled gullies under a2 glorious clear
blue sky. E

Saturday wmoriing hrousht reality with %he rain sweeplng down
Glencoe, no ice, and very little snow. ‘Well never wmind says
hairpersen as the rain eased off, "we'll go for a
little walk round Loch Tulla, there's a pub on the other side
we can disappear into if the weather poes spastici.

New I'm a trustiag sort of a soul, so we went, parked the car
" 3 9 k) 3
3

above Loch Tulla and ambled off towards Victoria Bridge. 3By the

LA

bridge the weather had cleared a bit, so we pushed on up the vallev
& 9 iLs
that runs throuzh the hills tso the sea at Loch Etive.

Zating his lwichtime hickies young Davié was busily lcooking at
5 ol O
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the wap and rvttering veired incantations (Gld Kent Road,

circa 1963 I think). - Suddenly it was 211 action ”Let’s
walle to the sen”, came the result of this deliberation’ and

o

then he was of7i.

”1a“n on, thaut
and anyway how
worried seribler.

he map and cnto the next one,
got back?"  exclaimed a very

club who worrices
S0 that was

TT'a not sure that I want anyone
about how to get back?, camc the

that.

About a nillionm111cb later two footsore and utterly shattered
walliers st cred onto the main Oban road near Taynuilt.

tiow X don t kmow 1f you have ever tried to hitech a 1ift of
night in the niddie of acwhere, when only about eight cars an
hour pass. It is not an enccuraging sport. Cars would crawl

by us, we would e peecred at in *lc Zloor, and onwards they would

3. iere they rcally saying "Doona slow down, Don=ld - it wastes
petrol .,

Zventuvally just as we were considering hiriag o bicycle from a
nearby garaze, a car storited by zoing like the clappers, screamed
to & halt in & shower of sparks, and then reversed back as if there
was no tororrow.

By the tiwe we had gone two miles T was beginning to wish that

we had nlred the bicyclel time we zot to Tyndrum I was
a nervous u“‘cl.7 wondering ther ws were going to impact on a

cliff or in tho loch.

hannl?y qua-11-r
this time?" was

It rained on Sunday, thank the Lordl

A VCRRING WL

MG LIeE

ve, to see what's happening at the
Joyful news of it's a workin

J

or I could run sartin over o the

Su
Sadci to 5o climbing so I talked Steve
Halton into nct wurhlng on Sdturday morning and going up to
the Den for the weekend.

Friday finds us on. our way with a forecast for stronz winds,
but when we gpot to lizm it's clear as a bell and
freezing hord. On'o the ,1f course and throw up a2 tent.

It's really cold and ove wishes he nuu'a better sleeping bag.
He doesn't

C"&

Up at 6.45 i telic the tent down {illegal camping) and
off up the Ben with near perfset conditions. Blue sky, caln
and cold. The only fhlnw WIong is the 101ﬂ walk in.

A couple of
looking
already

aours later we are at the C.I.C. Hut with the cliffs
: condition, evem sun on the snow and people

Sevoo9
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Off with the wooslies, on with beots and crampons and a discussion
on wnat to do. BSteve fancies Point 5 so off we set towards
Gardyloo Gully. As we get round the corner we can see there are
two partics in Polnt 5 with two more _groups hovering at it's foot
but no-one in Zerc, so the decision is made, Zero it is. I push
the thought of the poor belays out, ”thcy can’t he as had as
thati ¥ A long flog up steep snow gets us to the start, no

problens about a belay. An ice screw alre?ﬁy in place, one of
the new drive-in tuo 25 212,50 in the bag. 4 good start. Off
L set; the neve is superb with the axes biting really well.

I push up about 60' place a screw then off again over a couple
of steep sections and lteve's rope has run out, sz he unties
and I carry on just on mine. It's acadenic,one Topo or two with
one gerew runacr in a full rope length. ”ho belay is a rock
spike and a Friend solid., The weather has clouded in and itfs
started to snow. Steve arrives. The position is fantastic with
the minus f.C‘ loeking pressive and Orion direct looking
really good. Al and Hark go up there?l Off again, round
to the right over mixed ground. Up snow to the foot of an ice
bulge and a belay, one screw, one deadwman ond two ayes - aone of
which lcok securec. . Steve comes up and I am on Iy wagyr again,
This bit looks stecp se up to the start and place a screw; step

1

(.:

L.' o
,r'..

Dig

L

rizht place the tools, hang on thenm and commit myself. Not
feeling too bad even when quV” says ‘Hang on for a photol’. Fecl
a real poser. Hake the next few moves. This totzal comnitment

to one pick jus st in the ice is strangeﬂ Over onto easier ground
“Great’? T think, Ticlve cracked it'. Nope'', Steve has dropped

a glove and hasn't any spare cnes. 1 carry on up to bhelow a

bulging constriction and step left to find a belay. At this
point s pin@rift,pours down where I have heen. The snow had been

ottt 1’1.0 neavie

‘ { the build-up had reached slip proportions.
The belay was o dody

nut and an axe. Not very good at all.

T kick out a la louble Taoothold and talke the repe in. Steve
climbs with only one glovb and on the steep section the spin-

drift engulfs him. T can't scee him but I can see the spindrift
and iy belayl! T keecp the rope tight. A shout for Mtight! as

Steve decides he has to move and I give as much help as T can.
The spindrift has Stoeve off and as the foothold starts te collapse
“and I begin to pivot out, I manage to hook sy sheoulder mnder a
rock and Steve gets his weig ck on his foot and the crisis is
over. "hot was awful? says Steve;. well, words to that effect.
His left handis nunb so out with ny spare mitts and he gets the
recirculaticn pains.

The corner abuave is climbed with spindrift pouring Jdowa on very
[l N -
o

poor placenents hut . after this it doesn't lock too bad. Steve
says "You muct climb like a fairy - I can't see where you've bheeni.

[s]

But I don't like the analagy very vuche. The gully new goes on
forever, con your toes all the time. Very steep in DlTCbJ, poor
helays and lots of spindrift. 5% hrs after starting we arrive
at the tow. I'm so tirel I Jdon't feel pleased at all. I cock

up By combass work and we find ourselves down towards Glen Nevis
and have to climb back to the top, even nore knackerel and only

a little daylight left so reorganisationn Down the back of the
Ben, torches ox Down into and through the bog. of .the Isotpath
to the car. 14 hrs of graft.

Still doa't feel much like a fairy, more like lots of brews.
Sone working weclieadl

4n acceount of Zero Gully by M.Tolley an'! S.Halton. 21/3/37.

/oceo 10



P.10

REHEHBERTNG ROUTE HMAJOR

Tnn Thunderball, just after James Bond has almost been wracked
to pieces on a health fara traction machine by an asgent of the
unspeakably evil S,P.E.C.T.R.E., Ian Flening wrote "The bodly
retalnu ne meisry of pain. Yes, it hurt, that abcess, that

breoken boane bHut, just hew it hurt and how wuch is soon for:

7
by the brain and the nerves. It is not so with pleasant sensa-
o I-
tions, a scent, a taste, the particular texture of a kiss.
These things czn be alanst totally recallel.’

ks you probably know, nowhere is this principle more apt than

in movntaineering. Anl so, it was a puwrly preparel McCrae,
hoth physically and ue*tally, who stood in the Cairngoriz car
park that morning. He renew bere“'01lj the good times. Front-
polnting on perfect green ice or topping out on a sunlit plateau
after a satisfying climb. The times of exhaustion, Jdehydration,
pain and fear were all forgutten after a three year break from
Scottish winter climbin

The *irst

doubt came when I lifted sy rucksack, slung it

onin wy shouldsr, trying to look like a veteran and promptly
thouuht fy Gol, whatis in this?" These dnubts were confirmed
when rick ”l'rﬁswmuﬂ_llmcn7~pass— w-another~sanlbag’ Tolley sped

off into the nist with we pasping for breath in his wake.
Bventually, the plateau was reached anl we began trudging across.
hs we anpproached the Jdescent into Loch A'an the cloud level

dropped -below us and iaclui and 4'he tors of Ben Hheadoin and

Bynack Hore stuck up like Nunatocks through the surface. The sun
o
was Jazzling ond we stood ”Lurlaos quSH”Ckﬂu

A

ﬂiFD=rreﬁ ompletely and we aropped down
Carn Etchachon. Thcre vas net a

Soon after,
and contoured

At this point cmue my first valid coqtributWOn to the day's
praceedings. The party ahead of vs continued too far along the
easy ramp line which starts the route and Hick "I-was—climbing-
in~Sbétlani~whenuyouMMGT@»W zaring-short-trousers” Tolley wanted
to follow. After a heated discussion in which the phrase 'lacal
art' featured hoavily, I persuaded him b;ck on route.
However, frum here on things went Jdownhill. The famous
chimmey pitch was harl and only succumbed after much clanging,
seraping and gruati from Mick "Tt-just-nceded-a~doternined-
proach™ Tolley. The problem was that, contrary to what we
hadl expected, snow cunditions were not ;,J“V On this north
facing crag thoere had Vw~uylj been no frCOZO/LﬂJW and the rock
was covered with perfect Nw wverglas or even frozen turf.
Indeed, in many pinces | was bare. It was when 1 camc to
follow in iy now Inotfa

.y troubles began.

Eaks)

Two pitches later the crux was . .reached
handed to Hick ""Don't~think-you-a rg"-01ﬂp-t0*bpuﬂllowbgwt ye-FoT
this' Tolley. jever, he scon hal ne cause to be super=~ '
cilicus as his torrordactyl clanzed Jown tno crag, followed by
wnprintable saths. I was then abl@ to moke nmy second and final
contribution by loaniny him wmy spare and thus ensuring that I
hat & weapon in ny crmcury for the sicky-taking to coume.

miniously
et-

Three mcre .pitches and another mood leald ny ifick "Why-can®t-I-

Jm—*Hls—ln—.unnor' Tolloy bhrought us to the platezu. 5So engrossed
had we bheen that we were amazed to find it was almost 4 o'cluck

N : Jowo 1
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The climb bhehind us, thirst and hunger took over and we gulped
down Mars bars and tea from the flask.

We wandered back across the plateau and one of the most vivid
orange sunsets I have ever witnessed in Scotland began. Uy
exhaustion really told now and the slight slope up to
fiacaille-a-coire~Cas had to be done in 100 step sections.

We rested.at the fiacdille cairn, absorbed in the sunset and
our own thoughts. The gloom gathered and on one side the
headlights of the piste-bashers locked ridiculously out of
place, whilst on the other the cliffs and the wilderness nanaged
to appear both menacing and beckoning at the same time.

To return to my original point, by even a few hours later,
certain memories and sensations had begun to fade and as I sit
at my desk writing this now, the theory is completely proved.
For all the unpleasent meuories arc gone. No matter how hard I
try, the exhaustion, pain, the ignominy, the thirst, cannot be
recalled. "Yet the memory of the good parts, the cloud inversion,
the spectacular situation on the crag, the technical climbing,
that first mouthful of tea, can be brdught back almost perfectly
and if I close my eyes I can see that last view hefore we came
down off the plateau at the end of the day. The ¢liffs stand
out starkly from the otherwise white hills and in the half

light they seem somehow closer and larger. Whilst behind them

a dull red glow gradually fades as darkness falls.

I SEARCH OF H.S.D.

Faster in Tornwall. YHoliday Style Dreams™ which neared
reality.

After a 'Hastily Bwallowed Dinner'™ the 'C' team (Phil and Mike)
left Preston with Martin and "Having Safely Driven" to Bristol,
got lost, looking for the Royal Oak only to find it was
inexplicably called the Wellington. The Droughton teanm

. welcomed us with open throats so we "Had Several Drinks' in
aforementioned pub. '

Phil, Dave and Joe landed later "Having Suffered Dishwater™ in
Cheltenhamn,

Thursday saw us at the Dewerstone where ¢limbing was done on the
first of many "Hot Sunny Days'. The nature of the climbing
resulted in some "Horribly Scarred Digits' from inexpert jauming.

& diversion to sample "Helston's Special Drink'' at the Blue Anchor
and @ mad rush to St. Just in time for "High Speed Death'! at the
Star.

Once established at St.Just, the routes, puhs and drinkers fell
thick and fast. The climbing and weather were superb but much
more interesting were the "combat and survival' technigues
‘involved in camping with the Fylde lads. Our neighbours were

wore than a 1ittle worried by Simon "waggy tall' Fenna's occasional
nam flash backs” and his unusual interpretation of the F.T.index.

The Cornish pubs have a nasty habit of locking the doors bang on
‘closing time with the customers still inside. Favourite for
"such antics was the Miners Arms with a jovial landlord and 24 hr
pasty service. ' '

-

foos 12



P.12
I SEARCH OF H.S.D. (cont)

Apart from the spectacle of a nude poseur swimming amon: a flock
of seals (which are, it must be stressed, strictly carnivorous)
there was a sporting attempt at the first 'Horizontal Sky Dive!.
This entailed leaping frouam the back of a Renault 4 at over

30 m.p.h.. Success was marred by the. lads subsequent arrest at
the Cornish border under suspicion of smuggling the tarmac
embedded in his hands! ' '

Despite the heat, we climbed every day on granite (Bosigran,
Chair Ladder, Carn Les DBoel, Zaron kellys, Pordenack Peint,

Carn Barra) and greenstone (Tater du and Carn Gloose).

Towards the end of the week, the teams tired of the same pubs
and moved up the coast to Hartland, pausing to climb either on
Carn Crowla or Pentire Head. Friday morning was spent at
Hartland Quay, lunchtime gorging on cream teas, afterncon oan an
exciting but abortive attempt to find Hxmansworthy and evening
hunting the Dale after he conned us into takiug our cars down a
tank testing tracik. The day was coupleted at 1.30 am with a
miltiple rendition of the 'Hartland Stagger Dance' back to the
ténts, certain ladies having enjoyed an & hour session in the
Anchor.

3
routes ascended from the merest severes to the azo dyes (E110-121)
of the climbing world. To mention route names would be nothing
but an ego trip for those involved, So here £0eSec....
(At this point the writer's rapidly swelling head finally
cxploded, the trenscript having been found under a heap of
gore in his living room. HSD actually stands for Hicks (very
apt) Special Draught).

A weekend at Baggy Point in sunshine on slabs. A delight of

Phil ¥Morris

FELL RACE~RAFI RACE WEEKEND, June 14/15th 1987

After a particularly heavy round of holidays and strike-days

I was looking forward to putting my feet up for a bit when, at

the last minute before the above event the ‘phone rang. It

was the Fell llace organiser, the well-known trained and qualified
adainistrator sartin Pickup. He had managed to organise family
christenings or whatever and the Fell Race to commence at the same
~time and on the snme day at opposite eands of the country.

So for once I found myself on the blunt end of the Club's top

beer swilling and heanfeast weekend. With no advance publicity
due to lack of newsletter and no arm twisting, so vital to persuade
F.i.Co Hembers to get up and do anything, the field was expected

to be small. A pity as it would have been nice to have had some-
thing a kit apecial for the 10th annual Fell Run. -

5till the weekend was very ably supported by the active section

and we were particularly plecased to welcome along George James

and his comrade in arms Colin who called. in en route to another
race in the afternocn. Of the other F.il.C. fell runners there was
of course no sigr '

_ Zveryone had hangovers so all the usual excuses cancelled cach
other out. I decided not to take up the orgariser's option of
thoroughly investigating the fitness of the lady competitors.

Many of the lads are now extremely fit and set:dff at scratch

with George Janes. Colin swore blind he would be at least.

Seeaoe 13
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5 mins behind George Lut he tells fibs. Mr. Penn was known

to be much fitter than last year and was handicapped accord-
ngly, but having been told he was only out for fun supporting
the Club, I coqple cely failed to detect his determination to win.

Hr. Tenna declined to defend his title as he wouldn't be able to
sees where he was runninﬂ wider his silly hat. Hartin arrived in
the late afternocon and was timed runaing round on his own.

Results, in order of crossing the line

Total Time
1st Mike Ponn 46 min 43 secs
2nd Glen Broolios 48 45
3rd Colin Rushton 38 52
4ith Andrea 54 Lo

th Henry Iddon L 07
6th Alan Peel 35 55
7th Geroge James 26 L2
8th Andy Blayloclk 37 22
Oth Roger DBrocies 37 22 .00C1
1 0th Pete Llewellyn 45 40
11th #.Dale 48 15
12th Gary Futtall 43 14
(the Late Great)
13th Mark Jacleson 45 50

{saving himself for sotething bigszer, handicapper
please ncte for next year. Also Stuart Gascoigne jogzed
round with a slower competitur with the same viow in mind.)

Congratulations to Alen Peel who did fastest time of the day
in 35 min. and 55 secs. and who doesn't scem to be saving
kinself for anything and to #fike Penn who shaved 10 to 12
pinutes off his previous time.

Thanks to all the competitors, both willing and uwnwilling,
Dianne el Gillian who kept us supplied with hot dogs and to the
gate marshalls who waitcd hours for the wimped cut iir. Fenna to
- appear. Mo€ :5tly supported but an event enjoyved hugely by all
present, but especially me who didn’t have to run round this years.
; and by the say, the traincd and qualified adwinistrator got
roud in 35 mins and 49 peconds in the afternosn.

The Raft Race was held in the afterncon with more or less the
sare Iield, Th .2 was plenty of water in the river and the
traditicnal Le Hans start soon had Hartin Dale in the lead and

the "Grand Bateaux™ Team Dunhill going rcund and rcund Robs
Hole in c¢ribs. at the bridse it was still Martin in the lead,
closely followed by Glen Brookes and Stuart CGascoigne

“u

Stuart Cau001rqe was first over the linme but was disqualified
after a steward's enquiry partly dve to running down the river
when 1t was deep enough to raft and partly because he im a
southerner (there is nothing like naturalised northerners for
really putting the boot in).

So the final lirie-up was as follows

13t Hartin Dale

Znd Glen Brockes

Srd Sison Fenna

Lhth Gary Nuttall

5th Andren/Alan Pesl

6th Andy Blaylocl -

7th Team Dunhill (Andy, Gillian, Henry Idden

and Roger Brookes), .
5 D.ABarle



