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Th i CLUB YSAR - 195§/54.

Throughout a year conspicuous for
bénevolence of the weather-gods on pract. dly
every meet, the club has continued to thr ve,
the membership to increase and the varied
activithes grouped under the general heading
"Mountaineering" have been exploited to the fcll.

It is this wide variety of activities upon
which the success of the club so largely depend :.
The popular misconception that a mounteineering
“club consist of a group of dare-devil roHck
climbers whose sole desire is to emulat the
fly and attin the summit of every crag by the
use of highly dangerous gymnastics, died hard
tnd it is our duty to stifle the fellacy.

In speaking of the club's activicies to a
prospective member it is rarely of velue to talk
of the sense of echievement, the exhileretion mnd
physical and psychological satisfeection which
many of ud derive from the task of overcoming
technical rock climbing prohblems on the sheer
face of the crags. Their love of the open air
and veneration of the mountains may prompt no
greater degire thon to indulge in the mildest
form of fell walking, but such = person is not
necessarily less veluable os o member then 2o
potentirl "tiger". A gradual introduction to
the more energetic pursuits of the club may well
ensue and there is omple oppertunity for anyone
to become en 2llround mountaineer if he or she
g0 desgirese.

It is of paramount importance that it be
generally known thot £ll who ere interested in any
aspect of mountaineering, fell walking, Trock
climbing, snow and ice climbing, skiing, mountacin
photography, speleology a2nd geology will be most
welcome to the club.



Throughout %“he last twelve months each ofhase
inverests have drawn their quota of sdherents
according to the seson.

There can be few clubs with as consistent and
active a programme and no effort is spered in
compiling a syllabus which contains feetures of
interest to every member.

During the winter months the snow conditions
have been fairly good, and t here has been
adequate oppertunity for weilding the ice axe
while the growing number of skiing enthusiasts
reveal & merked improvement in the stendard
of proficiencye.

In cddition to the climbing meets & regular
programme of lectures, film end socinl features
in the town hsve been well cttended. kTom some
of these functions money has been reised towards
the ultimate esteblishment of permanent querters
in Lengdele, an objective which, in spite of
verious setbecks, remeins in the forefront of
fubure policy.

An even greater number of members heove sought
mountaineering experience sbroad during the pest
twelve months, and the Swiss, Austrien ond “rench
Alps, Norwey and the Pyrenees have been visited
and more expeditions plenned for this yeecr. The
Scottish Highlaonds, the ever populer Cuillins
of Skye, Wales aond Derbyshire have also been visited.

The spirit of the club remoins high and wi th
the determinction of its members to support as
meny of the sctivities ©s possible, with the
continuonce of the helpful attitude towards felbow
members cnd the creation of thet atmosphere of
good fellowship which is on-integral port o Calyg
such orgmnisntion, the club is assured of
continued success.

ReE.Le.



IMPRESSIONS OF A FIRST CLINB.

-t

This was it. I"had waited in fear, trepidition
and fast“oszing courage. "Dove Slabs™ was fated to
be my first real climb.

It was rather™a good day that lash Sundey in
August, slightly breezy down below;-thd with clouds
and sufiny periods (was I glad to Beorrow Pab's
Sweater on the top) I did two short climbs that day
ridiculously easy, T suppose, to 2ll you hardened
F.li.C*To me they were upsetting to soy the least.
it first I was climbing third with Dennis~leading,
then Pat, self and Noel. Webtching very carefully
as Jennis, then Pat ascended slowly, I wa&s oble to
keep my eye off what seemed™to be fodtholds and
hendholds. St-ange they weren't there when I reached
themi

™ I had been $0ldy "Don*™t -ely on you% nope, climb
yoursclf, us® your orms fo- balenecing purposes, and
find Zood firm footholds wnd hondholds~befort
venturing, step by step™. A1l these 7o»ds were
ringing in myg edrs, ond .then scmeconc said, "Don'}
hig the rock, stand away from it"™. "Oh! +thig wis
awful™y I thought. Dennis smoking his o0ld brinr,
up thete above, gave me ¢ feceling of confidence,
so I,proceeded, slowly

Some oneé, traversing to the right of me kept
whistling "pretty-littlec Redwing™, ond scemed to
me like the proverbial fly, thtt would cling to
pnything,“ana, so swift ond sure in his movements.

I remember thinking "I wish that he would just

shut up a moment while I get +this sticXy bit done".

I should think thet I was cbout two yards off

Dennis when I excleimed in exnsperotiofi. "It's

no use, I can't @o it, can't seeanywherec to go,
neither hands nor feet"? Suddenly ttto herds

bobbed into view (Members*of our parbty) "Oh yes

you econ™, ofie of them chirped. Well, thatwas

¢ll the spur I needed. I found to my surprisc,

the elusive holds ond before I knew it I wes aéthe top.



When I left the coach thet evening, tircd but
happy, ALf, wht hes always been-kind enougn to ask
aefter my welfare, sa2id ss wc parted "Well, all you
want now is lots of preeticc. You are fceling
heppier cbout it 2117,

So, in 1954 (if my femily don't woke too meny
calls upon my time), I shell try to get thot
expericnce knowing thet in th® honds of the
FolisC I shall heve every oppertunity to succeed.

el
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I Wwouln'nT Go UP 1N ONE af
THOSE THINGS TFYQU IPAID ME—
GIVE ME TERRA FIRMA - AN Y. DAY




UNDER IRELAND,

- -

The shrub-covered efntraunce tc Mitchelstown
0ld Cave, with the awkward pitch which hides a
remarkable cavern in which™it is not so much thé
type of Tormation but their scale which the sourc
of wonder.

At the foot of the™ladder, Cyclopian walls,™
completely clothed in creamy white calcite, tower
above the¢ head as the probing pencils™of light
endeavour in vain to penetrate its farthest
Timits and such is its beauty thet one is
reluctant to leave lest an ant-climex should
follow. -

Let us continlle, however, down its steZply
shelving floor of bleached bones, a veritable
charn€l hcuse, tinder @ low Zrch on our left and

on THrough a series of minor halls, beyond which,
alterfiating between the examination~of trystal
flower pools half Hidden in miniature grottoes

end threading a wary way slong its falsSe echoing
floor, one reeche¥ the dome-shaped West Cihember
with it's subsidiary passages™and pitches.

Furthe? on @gagn end we ent€r the mightyEast
Cnembe? and take in what surely mubt be one of
the strangest pieces of Tave scenery“to be

found. In sC€ction similar to an inVerted new
moon, one cretps high up on its curving clay

floor and pe€rs warily 2t the menacing podls
twinkling fer beloW; curious channels pierce

the floor, both horizontelly and vertically,

to considerably depths making progress most
difficult ufitil & final cluster of huge collon#des
merk the fartheS8t negotiable point of the cavern.
Tais wrief description constitutesonly the outline
of the czve, and the~e is-much more-to do, and
some heuprg 4o elapse before one emei'ges ofice

more from its embrate. It is however a "iwiendly"
cove whilst the nesrby liitchelstown New Cave is
relatively hostile. Terger altogether, its
interior extends over 11 miles and is so com-
plicated that one scection, the Maze, defies a
survey.

S



To describe it fally would be = task of some

magnitude so & brief mention must suffice.

Two huge vaults, The House of Lords, and the
House of Comm®ns lecedinto TiHe Cothtdrnl beyond
wilich the weird B®llc¥y of Arches prescnts 2 scenc
froi! the“moon. Further on still aond one is in the
Four Courts, © Complicoted and time~toking system
among the fetturcs of*which is 2 curious clay
floor impaled by hundreds of needle stolnctites
follen from the roof. Back in the Housc of“Commons
one climbg, fecelifig like Lilliputinns, over mossive
blocks into O'Tcory's Cave #nd on inbto the Beocutiful
Kingston Gallery cnd the peorallel Scnd Covern,-—both
perminating in the ~ingstonm Hell ond 2 peculior
sidec system named the Lobyrinth - ond so it is - o
very naérrow one tool i

Both these coves art difficult-and we-zclcomed
the next doy 7ith its Pestful jouwnsy th-ough
Countics Cork cnd Limerick; Tippe¥ory cnd on inko
County Clapre ond ITisdoonvrrino. Hede Ity our ncxt
major system and roin herclded our owrrival on the
barren slopes of Slieve Elvay & mountain dominating
the spre JeSpite this, we were soon berring down
the tree shrouded siHnft of Poullongollum, on
immensc cctive woter covern over 5 miles in length,
the longest cove in the British IgleS. THe shoft,
of 120 fcct, wes—soon bobttomed 2nd prepcrotions
in hand. 7e €nterecd vio Gunmans Cove and were soon
it the moster cave of~“Poullnagollum. Onc con™
trEverse cbove the strecm with difficulty for the
fi»st half mile a2&componied by the cver incretsing
boofing of~z w&terfoll. THis sound taos rcathed
alorming proportions before o co¥ner is turncd
and a descett made into & chamber—filled with =
fine"mist from a cateract ¢thith crafhcs down from
the roof with 2 deefening roor, chirning the pool
below into 2 malestrom of white fury.

dolf & mile™beyond this the'passage is jofned
by enother river which sweeps g¥accfully under an
arch on the™left after having trevelled over & mile
from another pot, thoet of Poullnelve
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« And so it continucs ove= of = mile bTforZ the
roof slofly descends to mcect it .and the #iver
@iscppcars under a curbtain of rock, ncver %o
rPCapPpPSor.

Thesc threc expeditions and scversl minor cncs
constitubte 2 mo8t pleasant, though 2ll t00 short
gtay in a2 counbtry, twhosc simplrc%ty ond freshness
cennot feil Yo thorm the cxplordr, cnd it was
not without recgret thot, homtward bound, wc
watched Dun Laoghaire hrrbour, nestlingin it's
now shadowed hills, finnlly discppcor from sighb.

BT

WHAT I LIkE PROUT POTHOLING ARE THE WONDERFUL SCENIC EFFECTS



WANDERING IN EASTERN SWITZERLAND.

== -

Thtre comes e-time inm the middle years wheén the
climber May be forced, o% be quite content Bopr )
several reasons, to moderate his ambition with regerd
to the mountains. If he fas a young-family it may
well™suite Him to find sreas awey from the main
centyes tthere enjoyeble mountoin walks~may - be token,
interspersed occasionslly by a desh for & higher
peak, ¥ i -

On four holidays in Switzerland since the wir, my
wife and I have made use of the facitities off ered
by the the Swis8 Section of the Interfintionsl Club
ctlled the "Touristverein die Hotur Freunde™ S.hich,
being trenslated meems, the "F-iends of Noture Club".
It is ©alled"TVN"™ for short. It hes 86 club huts
scattered-over Switzerlcond;, some in-popular places
such as CGrindelwald or ‘urren, others pleasently
tucked awey in—quiet valleys. The club has consider-
oble support from the Swiss Tw»ode Union ligvement.

“h

The moin #im is to provide fountoin holidroys™
for Club mlembers and their children. The latter orve
ellowed frow the oge of 4 upwardS. I+ follows thot
the huts are mostly situated feirly low down,‘bettleen
say 3000 to 6000 feet. Gonewally specking therefore
it is necessary to go higher to an Se.A.C hut of one
uwants to climb ~bove 11000 feet-

Considering the exthenpe rcte of sbout 12 fr
to ¥he pound living isremsrkobly checp. The hut
chorge is about 5/- per doy including cooking
frcilities. If one cooks ones owd food, it thHen
depends on how much one eats, perhaps nnoth&r 5/-
2er dey. A fomily of two odults cnd 2 children
should be cble to mon&ige r—holidey of 2 weeks on
ebtut £20. Special terms are~offered to orgetlised
parties. The accomodation vories but is generclly
of s gtod stendard and some of thHe recently built
huts cre most chorming and comfortable.

1

The“aren I know best in Esstern Switzertand
is the group of limestome mountains lying north



of the Wallensee, that milk blue lake which
revives the weary traveller by reil on the route
through Buchs to the Arlberg. Rock walls rise
sheer out of the lake to the eroded teeth of the
Churfirsten, which slope.down the other side in
ideal skiing countours from 8000ft to the .
Toggenburg Valley which lies about 4000ft to 5000ft
below. This is & delightful valley, unspoilt although
a good motor road runs through it. Mainly a skiing
centre it is frequented in summer by many walkers
and climbers. There is a TVN Hut on the Chirfirsten
slopes at about 4000 ft. Irom here the grass
slope in front of a delightful small lake extends
giving excellent warm bathing since its depth is
only about 10ft. On -tlre other side of the valley,
the Santis, which is about 8000ft and the highest
peak in the group, and the Altmann, only a few
feet lower, dominates the scene. The area is
excellent for all sorts of high walking but rock
climbing, except on the Kreuxberg is not to be
recommended. -

There is another TVH Hut on the lower slope
of the Santis, known ss the Schwag Alp, and @&
thirs which I heve-net.visited near Buchs above the
Rhine Valley. This is said to be the best climbing
in the Kreuzberg, & turretted ridigén a side
valley which appears to be & popular venue for
local climbers.

Beyond the Santis to the north stretches
pleesant unuleting country, well wooded end stocked
with orchards, comprising the Centons of North East
Switzerland and, Appenzellerland, St. Gall and
Thurgau, bounded on the north by the Bodensee (Lake
Constance), in fact the climber or walker might
well epproach from St. Gall, e memorable and ancient
city, the monastery of which was founded by St. Gall
in the 7th century. From St. Gall a visit should be
paid to Loke Constance; the little towns on the
%ower lake, with their eleborate half timbered houses

eing
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very wekl worth seeing. I have also steyed at
a TVN Hubt near the Wellensee and one in*the
Dischmatal vealley nerr Davos. The lotter cant be
especially recommended. It is sn old not veny big
hut but it lies 2t tbout 6000 feet =nd is
surround®d by minor ridges cnd oeaks well adapted
to~exploration by guidetess cond not very expevienced
porties. The Hut is approached “by a mountein road
up which a“car can easily be driven, so that - =
supplies are simple. There is an S.A.C. Hut further
up the vealley.

* This summer we also 8btayed in PVN“Huts in -
Grinfelwald and Engelberg, the former being very
modern and well run. We dipd not manage any of the
Bernese giants but spent several days exploring
the upper glacier as far—as the Gleckstein hut
(from which the Wetterhorn is usuelly climbed).

If any member is interested ift the TV Il I~ =
shall be pleased to give him addresses and firtle p
details. If contempleting a-stay of & week or
more it will probably be worth while Joining the
Club,*so*becoming entitled to various reductions
and priorities. Also if one #s contempla ting
a visit towards the middle or end of July o- in
August, it i8 edvisable to*book hut accomoda+tion
in advance from this country.

J .F .jy[.



THIS SKIINGeeeoss
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Skiing - Kids' stuffi Two boards tied to the
feet and e slide downhill. A long weary plod back
to the top of the self-scme skope end enobther slide.
Pahl why don't people, in the winter months, engage
in serious mounteincering instead of gushing like
girls over their skis, sticks, baskets, clips,
clamps, skins, fancy boots and general what-not?

Besides, this skiing is dangerous. Give me o
nice, safe, icy gully, bulging with overhangs, any
doye A1l I want then is on axe, a2 rope and o
componion - alright, o leader. :

Perhops the most amusing aspect of this skiing
is the sight of on earnest perty setting forth
from the club coach, festooned with sticks, skis
akimbo, skins ond springs, sacks ond  -socks
suspended from every corner of their anntomy,
anxious lest the holf-inch of snow should meld
before the summit is reached. By the expenditurc
of millions of foot pounds of cnergy, the suumit
is reached. I should scy the slope for reanl
summits meen naught to our carncst skier, who
could, perchance, become & mountaineer, with o
lot lcgs exertion.

And don't tell mc thot your skier is o
mounteineer, unless he be thet rare bard who
actually traverses 2 mountoin summit. WO! he
is just o snow-slider aond beck slider from real
mountaineering. A ski-mountaineer in this country
is rg rere s o snowbrll in a hobt summer, and
Frank Smythe's books (nbout rerl gskiing) as
popular s Rugby League ot Oxford.

And whet cumberscme thinks skis are to transport
to the favoured snow potch. They are forever o
& nuisance, whether in & coach - "Shall we putb
them in the Boot, or in the rack (heads!) or just
leave them in the gengwey for eveyone to fall over?™
or in a car, where specicl blueprints need to be



drawn to arrange s rack for their convenience.

I am waiting for a really keen type whi is also
a motor-cyclist, to gladden my eyes by atbempting
to convey his boards to the Lakes, on two wheels.h

All this will, of course, make no difference
at all for I am convinced it is a disease, very
infectious and chronic ot that. Well - here's
toa hard winter next year and moy the snow be
very hord indeed - alright, you can hoeve the
bottom 500 feet powdery or whatever it is that
skiers like for their sliding. PAH! KIDS' STUFRL!

After which for.safety's sake I hed better
remcin -
"A N O v
® Editoricl note:
Our anonymous friend hes obviously not
seen E.L. going like ell on his

velocipeed with pillion passenger AND
Skis'

Sub Editor's note:

this person is treaeding on thin ice!



CLIMBING IN NORWAY.

An Account of the traverse of the Dyrgangstind
by the North-South

The ascent of this great mountain by the North-
South Ridge is recognised as one of the classic
routes of the "Horunger Groupe" in the "Jotanheim"
lMountains of Norway, known to many climbers as
the Norwegian Aiguilles.

The rock is mainly of Gebro of the type found
in Skye and forms very sharp ridges and gendarmes.

Starting the ascent from Turtagro the glacier
stream was followed to the now exbtiret ice-fall
at the floor.of the Stakestelsind glacier which
flows down from "Storen", the highest mountein
in the district (7,723ft5.

Following the right hend edge of the glacier
until a steep ridge was reached entailed ¢ great
deal of crevasse jumping, but from this point
the ascent proper began.

For the first thousond feet the ridge wes
scaled unroped, saving much time, then the ridge
broadened into o steep snow slope and ¢ route
was me&de up the left hond edgee. There followed
on impressive snow arete on the edge of the
mountoins imposing east face up which steps
were kicked ond in plcoces ice axes were used.

At the terminction of the snow ecrete rock vwas
cgain encountered end the ridge continued
upwerds in 2 series of pillars to the summit
of the Dyrhougryen which consist of three smell
peaks, the highest being 6,320ft.

A short descent to o narrow snow covered col
was made end from thss paéant the finol stoge
of the ascent begen.



Entailing pure rock climbing the ascent
developed into o series of troverses, of sbout
V. diff standard, across the east foce wntil 2
short holdless slab wes encountered. This hnd been
provided with » series of pitons which ensbled the
sleb to be surmounted with the judicious use
of slings. A final obstacle lay in the negotiction
of o steep crock leading to the summit, (&,050f%)
& superb view point commrnding en uninterupted
panorame of the surrounding peaks ond in the
distence, on thiis occosion glowing red in the
lost rays of the setting sun, Europe's grectest
gloecier, the Jostostolbreen.

The descent wos made vin the col on the south
side of the summit, thense by means of r rapid
glissade, roped together, down o steep couloir
to the burgsrund, which wes crossed by using ¢
precrrious snov bridge ond finally down the
glacier, along the ringsbreen volley back to
Turtogoe.

E.L.



4 HOLIu . 54 GC0H.
Arriving in lallaig et noon in glorious
sunshine we obtained our first glimpse of Skye
looking unbelievably lovely, floating like a

fairy island in a shimmering blue sea.

Boarding the fishing boat which wes to take
us to Loch Brittle it was soon apparent that
this was the ideal way of approach since it
provided:an unrivaled view of the Cuillin peaks.
Skye - at last - this was whet we had been
dreaming abhout and heard and read about for so
longe.

The boat landed us only a few hundred yards
from the Glen Brittle Fost Office where we were
to stay and where, for the first time, we heard
the 1ilting accent of the islanders.

Off %o en early stoert on our first morning,
which foretold enother hot day, we made the
ascent of Sgurmain by the Western SButtress,
unroped for the most part, delighting to fimd
over 1500 £t of contimous rock, sun wermed ond
reassuringly rough to the fingers. n reaching
the summit the penorama wes megnificent - the
Outer Hebrides strung out slong the horizon;
the Scottish Mcinlend with the last of the
winters snow on Nevis; near et hand, peak after
peak of the Cuillins rising up in jogged
outline in the blue skye.

We were not down in time for the famed Post
Office tea of bannocks and pencakes, but we
had seen more on our first day than some people
see in the whole of their stoy. We had been told
to expect mists and midges, but instead the
Cuillin were clear on £ll but two of our forteen
deys, and the tins of Dimp remoined unopened.

The wealth of flowers in Glen Brittle wes en
unexpected pleasurc. The river bunks were o blaze
of yellow gorse and broom, their scent & new
delight cach time we crossed the bridge.



On the moors we found rest harrow, milkwort
and tormentille everywhere beneath our feet. The
Sel coves were & mass of primrose, roserocot
ond cempion, and the shores covered in thrift
and stone cwap with their delicate shades of pink.

Looking beck on our holidoy perhaps our most
vivid memories ore of the An Stoe screcs where we
came 2s near to flying es we are ever likely to
do; of paddling esch evening in the sea, our
feet refreshed and tingling ofter a day on the
rocks; of the seals we sou from the hendland; the
highlend cottle with shaggy coets; and of the
changing colours on the Cuillin as the sun was
setting. Not leat was the compenionship of Sheils
end Jim Bonaldson from Glonsgow, with whom we
foraged for wood on the shore, proctised 2bseiling
frow the sea coves, tricd our hends ot milking
Rosic the cow, and climbed %he Cioch cnd the
Inzccessible Pinnacle.

Ve did in fact enjoy every minute of our stay
in Skye. We were fortunste %o have good weather
and lucky indeed to have such excellent COMPany «
We only wish we were going there agin this year.

Me & JeCe



ZERIATT 1953.

In the first two weeks of Lugust, 1953 I joined
an expedition organised by the R.A.P. liountain-
eering Association, to Switzerland, the base camp
being established at Zermatt. ;

The party consisted of fifteen members under the
leadership of Tony Smythe who is serving as an
officer in the R.A.P. Included in the party,
and acting as a guest leader, was Dr. T. Graham
Brown of Brenve fame. : '

The following extracts from my personal diary
of the expedition give a brief outline of the
activitdes and may serve as a rough guide to ,
some of the itineraries for meunbers vigiting the
arcde -

TUESDAY 4TH AUGUST 1953. - Left Betemps Hut at.
4-30 a.m. “o ascend Cestor (14,380ft). Party of
Seven on one ropee. Crossed Grenz Glacier in
South est direction to ice fall which was
threaded successfully, then South %o willinge
glacier. A long end tiring climb up this to the
col and so to the summit, which is over the Iltalian-
Border, by 11-0 z.m. A Teturn was made by the s&ame
"itineraire™ - Vibrams were worn - no crampons
were necessary - Two cases of snow blindness
reported.

WEDNES Y STH AUGUST. - Left Betemps Hut at

4-0 a.m. 2 pariy of four with Polluxz (43,9008%)
€8s the objective. Crossed Grenz glecier in due
westerly direction to Schmarxze; up a 200ft

rock pitch to the snow ridge. This lay at an
angle of 70 egrees, and on its lower reaches

was wind swept so thet approximately 250ft of
steps had to be cub. hs the gradient decreesed,
the snow became easier. Gained the head of the L e
Smarxe glacier which was free of crevasses. The
col lies to the left of the Breithorn east frce.




It took two hours on rock to attain the
summi% of Pollux. Returned down the Smarxe glacier
until reaching the icefall which took two hours
to negotiate. It was now 9-30 p.m. The Greng
glacier was crossed in darkness, without
incident - much - and the hut was reached at
2-0 a.m. on Thursday. The expedition took 22
hours ~--.rather longer than the guide book
indicates. An expedition was preparing to leave
for Monte Rosa which I had intended joining,
but & very welcome alternstive wes the riea bag!

SATURDAY 8TH, AUGUST - Left Rothorn Hut 2t 5-0
€eMe 1n three ropes. Crossed Trift Glecier in

a Westerly direction to the Triftjoch. Commenced
climbing the rock ridge to the Trifthorn. The
leading rope dislodied 2 monumental Tock which
crashed down on the glacier below =nd spent
itself among the perty on the third rope who
came out almost unscethed but witn o Severed
nylon rope. Our rope found = route on the easgs
side and atbeined the summit (12,700 £t) ot
11-0 s.mme There had only been one short pitch
of sbout severe stondard. The reverse to the col
wes dccomplished without incident end Tony
Smythe's boulder was pesged on the glacier
which was now pretty soft. In the evening
clouds from the west indicated that the weather
wes breaking ond an electricol storm wes
observed on the wetterhorn. A rope had been
formed for the Obergobelhorn for the following
day, but ot 3-0 nem. the bad weather persisted
end et 3-1 a.m. the tope bunk wes re-nttoined
by means of e Strong erm pull!l

TUESDAY 11lth, AUAGUST. - From the Gandegg Hut
four ropes moved off ot 5-15 s.m. for a short de
day, the objective being the Hornli hut. Our
rope startel on easy rock followed by the
crossing of the Theddul glacier. Sacks were
left at the bottom and the summit of the
Theddulhorn (12,800ft) wes rttnined on easyrock.
The traverse of the Furggret wes superb, the
telefirique stotion from Brevil (Itely) being
passed while o porty of trippers de-trained.




It reminded one of Snowdon. The glocier on
Cervin's east face had then %o be crossed with
constont evalnching of snow and rock to be watched
for, but despite apprehension the Horhli Hut wns
reached in the mdd afternoon. The S.A.C hut cnd
the Belvedere Hotel were well populcted with more
coming in. It was cpparent thet the Matterhorn was
due for ¢ mass attock in the morning.

WEODNESDAY 12TH, AUAGUST. - Reveille was ot 3-0 n.me.
and the wecther was goode The R.A.F.li.A had five
ropes on the Hornli ridge, the first being led

by Theodor Biner our 61 years old guide. A good
pace was mointained until the Solvey hut wes
reached. The procession could be seen ¢bove being
pulled, pushed and ccjoled by their guides. The
fixed ropes, the icy shoulder, the Swiss and
Itelion summits were rll reached in turn, and
there was much clicking of comern shutters. The
descent wes storted ¢t 11-0 om and Hornli Hut
invaded by 4-0 pm. Ten, suop, beead ond jam

werc the rewards for this very strenuous effort.

FRIDLY 14TH AUGUST - By cendlelight left the
comforts of the Tosch Hut ot 0405 hours, o rope
of four, with the objeckive Llphubel (14,300f%)
Crossed the lower Weingnrbten gloeier then up o
dicy pully until we broke out on the left woll

by somc delicious, clern rock pitches to the
bischebeljochs Kept to the snow ridge cnd
recched the west summit when 2 storm blew up

and lasted two hours. sernwhile progress weos

mede to the Eest summit. Here ¢ descent hod to

be made to the Alphubel joch. As one member wos
"clawless" this prescnpedr problembut by letting
him down first ocnd cutting his own steps the

Joch wos recched in dismerl conditions in » couple
of hours. The hut was recched by 4-0 pm where o
substentisl meal was had before going down to base
camp ot Zermott.




in Conclusion, may Iurg ge members contemplati
such an }'Jvdltloll to proflt by ny ezperiance o
tlu return journey and to crrong ge their contentol
cirsions so that tnw do not coincide with
.‘m French Reilway strikes. In my ctse the delay
wes only 24 hours, but you ncver know!l
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SEIING IN BRITAIN,

8 notion thet

[

It is porhops typiccl of th
2lthoagh we htve rClesively p
in thesc igl 8 Britigh skicrs have played suech™
o grect port in the early develSpment of the sporb.

si&i club to bt formecd in Britaoin
ies c¥ntrecd herc, was the Scobttish
he covly 1920's. It is doubtful if
ioncers visutlised = following of the
wc scc to-doye.

tor skiing facilitics

o
whosc cetivit
Sxi Club~in ¢
thoBC carly »
sport such ss

The Scottish Ski Clob hdolds its Anntal
Chamipionship in the Ccirngorms abt ecither Dalwhinnie,
Ceire-Cas or Coirc=n®-Cistc and it is-significont
thet the cvent f's Fercly cancelled™through leck
of snow. Just prior to thc 1yt war ¢ fow pooplc
braved cold and fetizuc to clrxy thecir skis up
ghcop Iellside® in the Loke Jistrict o try thHeir
luck off 8horti~runs. Thosc Eccn tnthusiasts wore
the forc-unncers 0f the cver increésing numbers
who since-thc wor have invaded the fc%lsidos in
gcrtiin &arees ~thencver snov hes frllen.

“Between the wars the Sport in Scotland had
increafed slowly, the Cairngdrms, Glencoe and the
Soubhern Highlands drew tHeir quotaof enthusiasts.
Ben—Lewyers gained popularity and provided good
sport for week end parties from Glasgowe.

L

It was, of~course, quite common %o s®¥e g fair
number of skiers on HEmpstead Heath after a fall
of snow bub 1'%t was more of a2 novelty than—anything
- . - -
else. The way came~and with the need of treining
ski and fwountain troops. The Continent was fully
occupied By the enemy and Switzerland-was isolated,
with tie result that attention was turned to the
greater possibilities of skiing in these islands.
The Pgottish Highlends were'an aubomatid choice,
mainly because of the wild —ugged country &nd the
more stable snow conditions pPrevailing there.

The activities i the military were foctlsged
mainly on two areas, Glencoe and the Ceirngoriis,
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“the latter areabeing Bringipally used for the
training of ski troops. During the war many Famous
skiers~and mountaineers instructed the ski troeps
and were based in the Norweglan Huts at Gl&nmore
Lodge at the Nead of Ltich liorlich.It"is from*‘the
valuable inforflation writterl by former officers
and men who served in the area and which from
time to time have been published in the journals
of the Scottish Ski Club afid Ti#e Ski Club of
G=eet Britain that the Cairngorms have bectme
what is to be considered the best skiing area
in the B=itish Isles.

With the availability of ex. W.De. eq@ipment
on the market skiing became within the reach
of meny Hundreds of young enthusiests. With
this increase came the necessity Ffor the
opening up of svill more skiing grounds
eagily eccessible at meek ends and holiday
times.

“Already in the Ticke Yistrict there were
three well known oreas, namely, Helvellyn
and the Dodds above.Thi®lspot, Skiddaw znd on
the fells fhove“Langdale. In describing %these
erefB in grecter d€bail it is hoped that the
informetion will™prove voluable to present
and fubure members of the club and aofsist
them to obtoin the bext possible sport.

The*sta~ting“place fo- the Helvellyn region
is Thirlspot, from the lat¥er point a path
leads up the fellside by Brown Cwog up to Reise
(2089 £t), on all these slopes good skiing can
be had after a reasdncble snowfsll. A-grend
expedition is the treverse of the four peaks
beginnigg with Reise, Stybarrow Yodd, Watson's
Dodd and on to G-eat Dodd desting.to the Keswick
Road and VYack to Thirlspot. Proécticelly‘all
the latter summits ere large~gress covered
hummock® and the absence of rock makes it idesl
ski terratn. It is said by softe enthusiasts that*™
the eastern ‘slopes above Glenridding offer better
skiing than any other arca in the Loke District



due to the fact that they sheltered fron the
rreveiling winds and hold the anow better then taeir
counterpart on the western side. A ski 1lifs is
scietimes in operction on these slopes. IT run by
the Lake District Ski Club €end skiers ¢rn ucke use
of it for ¢ small charge.

Skiddaw is lcss cecesgible for the avernge person
without transport but it is an ezcellent skiing
ground. The approach to this ecres is best mode from
the western side ond the starting place is Peter's
Hoise, about 2% miles on the Bassenthwaite Longl ends
Road. From here & path lcads up to Skiddew House
vie Dash Beck. Almost all the high slopes on this
side of the mountoin provide good skiing and agein -
cre sheltered from the prevaoilin,. wimds. Like
Helvellyn=the slopes are covered for the most part
by gress ond mosses and are reasoncbly free from
rockse. :

And so to Langdale, undoubtedly the most
populer srea from the clubs point of view due to
its easy accessibility for memhers. Longdale is
perhaps one of the most rugged crecos of the Lake
District and the fellsides rising steeply from
the velley mcke pccess to the ski runs more ‘
loborious. Grinding up the Gimmer Trock to Herrason
Coombe con be very wecrysome when heavily loden
with rucsack cnd skise.

The three mein ereacs are all situcted on or :
cbout the Pikes and sre best cpprocched by way of -
¥ill Gpylle When Stickle Tarn is recched the lefd
hend track can be trken which traverses cbobe the
source of Dungeon Ghyll ond over into Herrison
Coowbe, £ll the neighbouring slopes provide good
skiing ofter o reasoncble snowfcll. Albtcenatively
one ccn beer right ot Stickle Tarn,over the right
hand shoulder of the slopes of Pavey Ark and into
the bowl behind.

High White Stones which lies behinf Harrison
Stickle is alsc quite good but is very exposed and
1s not to _be reccommended when a high wind is
blowinge. Skiing can often be obtnined on the col



betwe¥n the Band Mountafn and the BoWfell massif.
Anothe» spot which is worthy of exploration is the
long slop which connect§ Stonesty Pike and Cold
Pike above Red Tarn. Here a long smooth reasonably
rock free col connects the two pikes and the slopes
are gt & gentle angle.

A8 rega-ds-Scotland, Btn Lawyers and the .
Cairngorfis are the two p¥inciple skiing grounds.
The centre for Ben Lawyers is Killin which has
Hostel, Hotel or cottage 2ccomod&tion. The Scottish
SxiClub have a Hut on Ben Lawyers amd they also -
operate a ski-lift wilen conditions awe stitable for
skiing. Being farther south than Cairngorms the
erea does not retain the snow quite so long and to
avoid diseppointment it 1s advisable to0 write to
the Seottish Sk¥ Club fo- information on sttow
conditions beforesetting out. Oz the other hand
one can almost cevtainly count on finding some -
skiing in the Ceirngorms between Junuewy and Aseil
although skiers who ere pwepcrel to go high can =
very often ski well into June after & good winter.

Tie”principle centres in the Cuirngowms ere
Aviemore, Kingussie and Dslwhinnie. Thert is good
Hotel and cottage sccomodetion at all three, and
Hostel accomodation et the fivst two pleaces.

Fromt Aviemove a ~easontble motor rosd #uns to
Glenmore as for as Glenmore ~odge; the three -
Principle skilng plsces in this ares being Coire-
ne-Ciste, Coire-Ccs and Coiw»n Lochon. >

The C.C.P.R.E."run winte® skiing end climbing
cours€s et Glenmore Lodge“from January to
Eagter and the 21l~in charge including ski
instruction and hire“of skis &tc florks out at .
2bout £6. 6. 0. per week per person.

For“persons withous trensport—steying ot
Aviemore, cycles equipped to ca%~y skisT can be
hired in the village for 2/= per dey. Froft
Kingussie“the best skiing arecs are on Corn-Ben-
liore, Sgoran-Dubh-lio» and sbove Loch-Coire-ant-Lochain,



“n - -

LI a | s

tter I'-cag car he -eacicli Ly way of
a motor road as far as Achlean and thence on foob.
The more herdy types who wish to get nearer the
motntains may camp at Glenmore or stay in the
Norwegian Huts fo?¥ the¢ use of which application
is made*to the Forestry CoMmissionfor‘Scotland
ot their ©ffices in Edinburgh. Thert are also One
or two serviceable bothies in the are® which are
mointained by THE Stottish lountaineeriftg Club,
such es the Courrotr Bothie in the Llairig Ghpt',
the~upper and Yower bothies in~—*Glen Einich near
S.oran-Dubh-iior ¢nd the Shelter Stone &t the head
of Loch Avone.

Skis are the dnly seasible mecns of travel
in*the high Cairtigorms then the hills are snowbound
during the winter and cre 2 rcpid method of
getting 2bout on long expeditions. One“has to be
prepaved to gu long distaonces in-this region Yo
explore the srea fully. SKins for ascending are on
ebsolute, unless one I's prepered tc wade wrish
deep in soft snoWw. Ordnance Suxrvey Shctt lio. 34
"Ringussic" covers the whol¥® of the aforémentioned
crea and rll bothies elic. Cre cletrly mtrked.

In contlusion it mast be =odded tHat there
is much ®xploring yet—to be done in secrch of
still more skiing terr2ine.
WehaCos






CLUB GOSSIP.

1953/54 has been an cctive year and the club
continues to thrive.

Weether. A feature of the coach meets has been the
cxcellent wecther on clmost every occasion. Members
will be aware of the research and study of our
"Met Dept" to sffect this. Eloborote instruments
are required to work out the dates upon which good
weather is expected so that the syllabus con be
erranged cccordingly. A calender and ¢ pin feature
prominently.

MEMBERSHIP. There has been a steady influx of new
members, a surprising number of which have been
lady members. It is hoped that the fact will have
a stimulating effect on the recruitment of more
male members in the ensuing year.

Overheard at the Annual Dance. "Not only do our

lady members climR but they look good t00."

Romance. Cupid lurks in our midst - Our best wishes
to Sheila Ross who, as lirs. Williams leaves us
shortly to live in Yorkshire; to lMr. & lrs. Dennis
Scott recently married in “lackpool, and to his

brother Noel Scott whose angegement to Pat Tipper
has been anounced.

Emigrants. Several members are pPlanning to leave our
shores to pioneer new routes in the Empire. Among
these are Ron F'reeston, Angella Casgidy and Jean
Mo .Kiee. Our former Treasurer Clive Wil son now
settled in Canada writes to convey good wishes
to his many friends in the Club.

Speilio. It is understood that some of the elub
%roglodites are planning a further trip to
Ireland. Is it the caverns or the colliens whihh
are the attraction?

Rumour. It can be definately stated thet the story
ebout Phil Coomber wanting to buy & pot-holing



helmet is untrue.

Look before you leope. The lingering perfi—
Alon Brown hes been weoring is known es
"Fleur-de-Wallend"

Advert. The mystery food from which Ken Marsden
derives his stamine are known as "Bungonuts".



